Immune Hemolytic Anemia (Paroxysmal Cold Hemoglobinuria) Preceding Burkitt Lymphoma in a 12-Year-Old Child.
Autoimmune hemolytic anemia (AIHA) in childhood, including paroxysmal cold hemoglobinuria, is an uncommon, potentially life-threatening disorder. AIHA is a recognized complication of several varieties of lymphoproliferative disorders, including high-grade B-cell lymphoma, but it has not been associated with Burkitt lymphoma in people without an underlying immunodeficiency. When AIHA occurs in association with lymphoproliferative disorders, it may precede or accompany the diagnosis of malignant disease or herald relapse. We report a novel case of a previously healthy child diagnosed with paroxysmal cold hemoglobinuria 14 months preceding the development of Burkitt lymphoma.